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Abstract 
 
The Scholarship of Technology Enhanced Learning, and the Scholarship of Learning and Teaching more 
broadly, tends to focus on positive stories of things that work (Dawson & Dawson, 2018). We have an interest 
in learning and want to share strategies we have found to be successful. A similar parallel can be drawn with the 
field of academic integrity, in that it too is a field with a focus on a positive thing: students’ capabilities and 
actions that demonstrate they can and do act in the way we want them to. 
 
Delving into the negative is unpleasant. It can require an adversarial mindset (Dawson, 2021), similar to the type 
used in cybersecurity (Craigen et al., 2014). Scholars of cheating can be portrayed by the media as undercover 
sleuths (e.g. Cook, 2018). On the flipside, those who question the technologies used to detect or deter cheating 
can face legal action by vendors. In my own work I have had to step very carefully, having been warned that 
studies where I try to empirically check if anti-cheating technologies work may not be legal without the support 
of their vendors. Cheating and anti-cheating scholarship is a charged, risky place to be. 
 
This presentation explores cheating and technology. Drawing on a recent synthesis of research from 
cybersecurity, artificial intelligence and game studies (Dawson, 2021), it discusses what the current state of 
cheating is, and where it is likely to be in the near future – as well as the types of scholarship that we need to 
address the problem of technology-enhanced cheating. 
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