




















UNI TAVUR

CHRONOLGGY .F A PROTEST

The: umvemity 15 a“lmnst descrteﬁ as Studcnts dec:de to take up temp@rary

SRC arrangcs trqnspon For ﬁttrdems.to Lravel betwepn ﬂw catnpus and
_ Moraula House. Students retmmnihg campus | for showen resLand meals
‘before they return to the PM‘-s oﬁic& Studeats and tﬁmr suppnrters spand;_;_;

“the fourth mght“ﬂﬁtside. et e

Monday June 25: This time, the: crovfd mﬁen biggcrtham ﬁgfotﬁm abnilf

20,000 plus as they wait for the Prime Minister. Around 1200, the Prime

Mmtster s:nda wﬂt&ﬂul that he wuuldbe meelmg Ihﬁ protes{ers Finally, =

Sir Mekﬂ:e is escorted under very heavy guard,

§‘R_C presents its  petition: and gives! ihePMﬁﬂ huurs to ﬁa.pl;.r Whli& '

reecwmg the petition, U , the Prime Minister explams 1o the pmtesftsrs that he

will give some but nol all nnsw#s 111&41@;: day. Sir Mekere tellsthe. growd
that sanwof{h&ﬂcclsmns hq:ve 1o be made by the Cabinet. In lhq meantime,

'he urgcmhem to return to thmhurnes “After the Prime Minister leaves, the

SRCleaders tell the crowﬁ that they were to spend themght’outside and get -
thei ransmtslﬂmdﬁm The pmtéstarxagam agreawsleep ﬁuts:chnrauta:

_l—v—

House.

12 midnight: I Haqvily anmﬁ pofrcﬁ parsonnel anm at ﬂw”Wa{gam_-

: gnvmmnt ufﬁc:es and orderthe peaple m}ea ve ;’h::area w;thm l5mmutes, _

§

but the protesters still f'T.'..L:

crowd out of the area. o

mainta ':_iﬁe'lr’pti'sitmns Kfiéﬁhmg warﬁ;ng s‘hmst'_-_
the police fire tear gas ¢ cﬁnmters mto lhe cmwed am“:l furoei‘ully chm fha:_;_'

“As the crowd d:sperses. it becomcs wa!em Muag tha way at !he |
AdmtmstrattveCoileg&nehﬂJPHG; twocma.re burnt. Aﬁnthercans burnt

“at the university's mam entrance, Around umvemty s mambus stap,ﬁag,;
ing ihmwn“by angry -

fourlh car is burnt. Stanes, bottles, and bricks be

protesters dam‘age many cars travcihng a‘lﬁmg tha main highway. - The Big

Rooster outlet at Rainbow i is burnt down by arsonists and fire ﬁghtcrs-i?j
trawﬁlmg to fightthefire get slunﬂtf Plants*mgnpoﬂs and strectl :ghts alnng :

thf: Waigani Gcrejlu road are. dgstmyed

— Police arrive at the scene and chase bnmmdents and mén'[bers of the:-":-_"'

= pmmtmg pnbln: mt@the unwarsuy pmmlses

lt iS durmg 1hzs pvenud thm students are wcniﬁa]ly shol and some are.
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away.

UNI TAVUR TESTIMONY

CHRONOLOGY OF A PROTEST

: wnunded Police concentrate heavy gundﬁre mtd the air and sumettmes
directed at the students.

The gunshots are heardin many partsﬂf the tha{nt}* Puhce alsa fire lots
of gas canisters into the campus 'Ihe bullets and tear ga;s do not déter the

.ﬁmdents gt . s

_ - The gunfire continues until '?am ‘Tuesday morning, when the police
withdraw and take up position at the ‘Waigani police station. '

Tuesﬂ“ay, Juue 26: The city ﬂf Pcrt Moresby comes 1o a standsull as
ﬁtudenh continue to fi ght police with saticks and stones. A large crowd

“from Gerehu (stages 1-6), Rainbow, Moarata (1, 2311:13} EI!SISI ngam |

and Tukararu join the students. People from other areas 100 come in large
numbersand demand the police allow them thruugh tothe anc Minister's

office for answers to their petition,

There s general disorder, destruction and Iootmgﬁn all parts of the city.

_‘Hnwever, the police refuse to let the crowd pass. Tensmng between police

and protesters mount and finally the crowd
£O.0n @ rampage. Pﬂhoe fi
rubberbullets and tear gas intothe crowd and chase:iha thupﬁgands of peo;: '

------

_ Wadnesday, June . 27: Students muurn the dmfwf feﬂnw kuldents and |
—anxiously await the news of those in hospital. -

Wednesday, July 4: Funeral attended by about 3900 ﬁlus students c:ty
residents, fnﬂnds and relatwes =
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NOORA ALI

fromanew angle. You get to talk to everyone ... fromstreet kids to ministers and
presidents.”

An environmental journalist is were he would like to see himself in the
future, but he also mentions that he would like to keep his options open, with
geology still very much in his mind. He talks on about the lack of incentives to
continue in the field of journalism, pointing out low wages for a profession of
very hard work. |

Finally, Tevita tells us that he is a believer in playing the game by the rules.
In the game of journalism, the rules are a lot. It would be safe to say that the
talkback show has kept people tuning in. It’s fun, it’s informative and it adds
to the ongoing election fever in Fiji.

Q Noora Ali is from the Republic of the Maldives and a third-year BA in

journalism student at the University of the South Pacific.
...Q.................C....................

BEST IN THE PACIFIC  :

PROFILES IN MEDIA: Michael Field

Banned from the Pacific

‘itis the way the Pacific’s ancient régimes hold onto power. All journalists
are under siege. In Fiji, it is an extraordinary assault, coloured by racism,
that is tearing apart the media and political system.’

By BERNADETTE HUSSAIN

ACGNCORE ED ANOLE DDECOL Anveansmamdace RAIZL 1 TR 10 23, .
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