COVERAGE OF CRISES
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In contrast to the 1987 coups, no media organisation was forced to close nor
underwent military censorship during the May 19 crisis. But thisis notto say tha
covering the coup was without its dangers. The trashing of Fiji Television on the
night of May 28 is well documented and Speight supporters assaulted a numbe
of journalists, including The Sun’s Sitiveni Moce (see breakout) and Leone
Cabenatabua.

Lives of many reporters were threatened, and a good number lived outside
of their homes in the first few weeks of the crisis. Reporters at Radio Fiji had to
refrain from mentioning their names when answering telephones at one time
after being repeatedly abused by anonymous callers. Armed soldiers had to be
posted as guards at national radio and television stations.

Threats came in other ways. Some lost their jobs as newsrooms underwen
cost-cutting measures like every other organisation and business in the country
Staff at the Daily Post suffered a 50 percent pay cut while it was 16.5 percen
forthose in The Sun. Casual employees were laid off at Communications Fiji Lid
and permanent staff had their pay reduced as well. Better off were journalists a
The Fiji Times, Radio Fiji and Fiji Television since cost-cutting measures fo
them were in other forms like a freeze in recruitment and travel.

Q Samisoni Pareti is editor of The Sun. At the time of the May 19 coup, he
reported a scoop on the gunmen sealing off Parliament for Radio Fiji. He late
reportedthe crisis for the Pacific region through Pacnews. This article was part
of a special retrospective supplement published in The Sun on 19 May 2001.
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