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‘BACK TO THE SOURCE’

Proactive on climate change 

Convenient action: Gujarat’s res- 
ponse to challenges of climate 
change, by Narendra Modi. New Delhi: 
Macmillan Publishers India Ltd. 2011, 234 pp. 
ISBN (10) 0230-331920

THE PICTURE and perception 
that the Western world and its 

media have painted of Indian politi-
cians is uneducated and excessively 
corrupt individuals who manipulate 
the system to hang on to power. 
Narendra Modi’s Convenient Ac-
tion removes this myth and reveals a 
politician in a different light. That is 
why many Indians believe this Chief 
Minister of Gujarat is destined to be 
a future Prime Minister of India.

This book, while documenting 
Gujarat’s proactive action in multi-di-
mensional initiatives towards climate 
change, is also intended as an invita-
tion by Modi to scholars, researchers, 
scientists, leaders and policy planners 
to visit his Gujarat. He invites them 
to experience and feel the impact 
and challenges them to measure and 
judge Gujarat’s initiatives against any 
yardstick of scientific and analytical 
scrutiny.

Those who frown on certain 
Eastern religions as falling under 
paganism need to see how religion 
is conveniently used as a vehicle to 
promote good husbandry and forestry 

the Pacific and New Zealand media 
has been largely silent on the issue.

References
Radio Australia (2011, February 22). 

Book reveals contents of Tongan re-
construction report, Pacific Beat. Re-
trieved on 20 April 2012, from www.
radioaustralia.net.au/international/
radio/onairhighlights/book-reveals-
contents-of-tonga-reconstruction-
report

Pacific Scoop (2011,  March 1). ‘Silenced’ 
Tongan post-riot report author tells all 
in new book.  Republished on Taimi 
Media Network on March 5. Retrieved 
on 20 April 2012, from http://pacific.
scoop.co.nz/2012/03/silenced-tongan-
post-riot-report-author-tells-all-in-
new-book/

Paskal, C. (2010, November 24). Why the 
West is losing the Pacific to China, the 
Arab League and just about everybody 
else. Huffington Post. Republished 
in Matangi Tonga, 31 May 2011.  
Retrieved on 20 April 2012, from 
www.huffingtonpost.com/cleo-paskal/
why-the-west-is-losing-th_b_786668.
html



 PACIFIC JOURNALISM REVIEW 18 (1) 2012  249 

‘BACK TO THE SOURCE’

practices while providing for ‘water 
temples’ and preserving mangroves.

The book outlines simple exam-
ples of commonsense rules to preserve 
power and natural resources through 
CNG and solar energy and reschedul-
ing office hours to spread the loads 
on electricity demands. Innovation in 
transport systems, use of gas and wind 
can help a great deal in reducing what 
we call carbon footprint.

The book is a documentation of 
eight years of initiatives and innova-
tions undertaken by Gujarat state 
under the leadership of Modi. Among 
others, academia, NGOs and media 
have been targeted for capacity build-
ing exercise. Media has been gain-
fully used to enhance communication 
capabilities to inform and empower. 
Being a pioneer in establishing a 
separate Department of Climate 

Change, Modi’s administration has 
been successful in developing public 
participation and public awareness 
through effective use of media and 
communication channels.

Such practices are intended to 
contribute to the adaptation and 
mitigation of climate change. In fact 
Modi believes the Gujarat model 
could serve as an example to decision 
makers across all political spectrums 
if there was strong political will to 
fight climate change and leave the 
world a better place for coming gen-
erations. The message Modi intends 
to pass to the developed and develo- 
ping world is that the divide between 
political cycle and carbon cycle could 
be filled by firm determination and 
resolute will.

That is how it has been done in 
Gujarat. This is a ‘must read’ for those 
interested in preserving our world for 
future generations from the impact 
of global warming through simple, 
commonsense actions.—Thakur  
Ranjit Singh is a Fiji and Pacific 
media commentator.


